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*** EXAMINATION *** 

 

ETHICS USING THE SOCIETY OF PETROLEUM  

ENGINEERS GUIDE FOR PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

 
 

1. Petroleum engineers should accept responsibility for their 

 

    a) age 

    b) gender 

    c) actions 

    d) All of the above 

 

 2.  Petroleum engineers should exhibit  

 

     a) high standards of competency, honesty, integrity, & impartiality 

     b) normal standards of competency, honesty, integrity, & impartiality 

     c) regular standards of competency, honesty, integrity, & impartiality 

     d) None of the above 

 

 3.  The practice of petroleum engineering has an influence on the 

 

     a) quality of life 

     b) the lack of justice 

     c) the lack of work ethic 

     d) All of the above 

 

 4.  The petroleum engineer first safeguards the interests of 

 

     a) his employer 

     b) himself 

     c) the client 

     d) the public 

 

 5.  When the petroleum engineer knows a prospective buyer  

 

     a) speaks a foreign language, he increases the price 

     b) is a female, he increases the price 

     c) is disabled, he increases the price 

     d) None of the above 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 6.  When presenting information, petroleum engineers should be 

 

     a) honest and truthful 

     b) ethical 

     c) fair 

     d) All of the above 

 

 7.  When making public statements, petroleum engineers should be 

 

     a) honest and truthful 

     b) ethical 

     c) fair 

     d) All of the above 

 

 8.  An employee is making a mistake in the design of a drill bit. 

 

     a) The petroleum engineer should give him credit for something. 

     b) The petroleum engineer should offer constructive criticism. 

     c) The petroleum engineer should let the employee learn a lesson. 

     d) The petroleum engineer should fire the employee. 

 

 9.  The boss asks a petroleum engineer to take a reservoir course. 

 

     a) The petroleum engineer is not getting reimbursed; so forget it. 

     b) The petroleum engineer is not getting a raise; so forget it. 

     c) The petroleum engineer is responsible for his education. 

     d) The petroleum engineer doesn't like the course; so forget it. 

 

10.  Petroleum engineers should  

 

     a) seek criticism of their own work 

     b) acknowledge criticism of their own work 

     c) refuse criticism of their own work 

     d) both a and b 

 

11.  A brother of a petroleum engineer at XYZ Resources sells drilling fluid. 

 

     a) The petroleum engineer shall not reveal his family relationship. 

     b) The petroleum engineer should quit his job to make the sale. 

     c) The petroleum engineer should avoid any conflicts of interest. 

     d) Any of the above 

 

12.  A petroleum engineer knows a flood will cause environmental damage. 

 

     a) When hurricane warnings come, he asks for a job site transfer. 

     b) When hurricane warnings come, he minimizes the impact of flooding. 

     c) When hurricane warnings come, he abandons the job site. 

     d) All of the above 

 

13.  When asked to extend his stay for a well completion, the 

 

     a) petroleum engineer should participate with others to create synergy 

     b) petroleum engineer should only offer his expertise by telephone 

     c) petroleum engineer should resign 

     d) None of the above 

 



14.  To minimize environmental impacts, petroleum engineers should 

 

     a) adopt technical measures 

     b) adopt economical measures 

     c) both a and b 

     d) neither a nor b 

 

15.  A petroleum engineer has had only one college course in horizontal drilling. 

 

     a) He should offer expert advice only on horizontal drilling projects.  

     b) He should seek the position of project manager for those type of projects. 

     c) He should not offer his services for horizontal drilling projects. 

     d) None of the above 

 

16.  When, a petroleum engineer delegates responsibility to his drilling engineer, 

 

     a) the former should give credit to his drilling engineer for his success. 

     b) the former should take credit for the successful well. 

     c) the former should give credit to the drilling engineer's employees. 

     d) Any of the above 

 

17.  A petroleum engineer gives all contracts to members of his religion. 

 

     a) The petroleum engineer should award contracts without religious bias. 

     b) The petroleum engineer is in charge; he can do whatever he wants. 

     c) Either a or b 

     d) Neither a nor b 

 

18.  Conflict of interest 

 

     a) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 2 

     b) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 4 

     c) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 6 

     d) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 8 

 

19.  Bias due to race and religion 

 

     a) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 2 

     b) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 4 

     c) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 6 

     d) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 8 

 

20.  Extending public understanding of the consequences of petroleum work 

 

     a) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 2 

     b) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 4 

     c) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 6 

     d) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



21.  Constructive criticism  

 

     a) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 2 

     b) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 4 

     c) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 6 

     d) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 8 

 

22.  Disclosure of qualifications 

 

     a) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 1 

     b) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 3 

     c) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 5 

     d) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 7 

 

23.  Making correct public statements 

 

     a) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 1 

     b) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 3 

     c) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 5 

     d) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 7 

 

24.  Proprietary disclosure of client information  

 

     a) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 1 

     b) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 3 

     c) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 5 

     d) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 7 

 

25.  Participating with other companies to create team synergy   

 

     a) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 9 

     b) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 10 

     c) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 11 

     d) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 12 

 

26.  Adopting technical techniques to minimize environmental impact  

 

     a) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 9 

     b) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 10 

     c) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 11 

     d) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 12 

 

27.  Acting in accordance with existing laws  

 

     a) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 9 

     b) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 10 

     c) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 11 

     d) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 12 

 

28.  Disclosure of adverse affects to future health   

 

     a) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 9 

     b) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 10 

     c) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 11 

     d) is addressed in the Canons of Professional Conduct Number 12 

 



29.  The practice of engineering has  

 

     a) a vital influence on the quality of life for all people 

     b) an adverse influence on the quality of life for all people  

     c) a dismal influence on the quality of life for all people 

     d) a different influence on the quality of life for all people 

 

30.  Competence is discussed 

 

     a) in the Preamble 

     b) in The Fundamental Principle 

     c) in the Canons of Professional Conduct 

     d) in all of the above 

 

31.  Fairness is discussed 

 

     a) in the Preamble 

     b) in The Fundamental Principle 

     c) in the Canons of Professional Conduct 

     d) in all of the above 

 

32.  Protection of the environment is discussed 

 

     a) in the Preamble 

     b) in The Fundamental Principle 

     c) in the Canons of Professional Conduct 

     d) in all of the above 
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